A Genuine and Particylay 


ACCOUNT 


Of he LATE 


ENTERPRISE 


ON THE 


| Coaſt of France, 1758. 


— * „ 


— — 


By an OFFICER, 


— 


— 


— — — f1—— 
LONDON: 

Printed for R. Gatrrirns, in Pater-nofter-row, 
{ Price One Shilling. 


MDCCLVIII 


Lately publiſhed, Price 18. 
(The Tnrirp Enit1oN,) f 


Gonnine Accovar ef the late 

GRAND EXPEDITION 
to the Coaſt of France, under the Con- 
duct of the Admirals Hawke, KxOwI Es, 
and BRODERICK, General MorRDAUuNT, 
&c. | Byſa YOLDNDEER in the {aid Ex- 
peditlon. 


No hight, but rather 
rel onh to Gives fy oe 
Mit ron. 


Tube chin may ws chat iu wnbord 
The hunting — - "NS 


Cu. Cuacs, 


Printed for R. GRIFFITHS, in Parzz- 
St NOSTER-ROW, 


-- 


SE. FE > > 8 U. J 55 — 


A IT 


GENUINE ACCOUNT 
Of the LATE 


| | ou ſome ſervice, and they 
| know it. Did I ſay returned to out na- 
tive iſland We are not yet diſembarked, 

and God knows when we ſhall be, We 

are indeed within ſight of the promiſed 

land; but I fear that, like the children 
of Iſtael, we arc ſentenced not to enter 
into itz at leaſt not yet awhile. This 
is indeed to many of us a very hard ſen- 
tence; But no matter. We have ſet our 
hands to the plow, and muſt not now go 
back, 


B Before 


r 
Before I proceed to a detail of our ex- 
ploits, I ſuppoſe you will expect a view 
of our camp on the Iſle of Wight, and 
likewiſe a liſt of oar chicftain# and their 


immediate attendants : to a military man 
. | 2 


E KS | 
o Enches 5 
<4 Brig, ü D: Richmond ce Elie 
Ya | I Cemal 4 
an 0 Landon + 
20 Brig, 0} Wolf  Pallgeve, f 
'U Kingſley Ft, 


Re + by 


be Staff, 


"BHS 
ne Staff. 
His Grace the Duke of Marlborough 


1 orge Sackville, G 
Earl © Auen fe. | 


-” +» 2 


Waldgrave,\ i = 


Moſtyn, 
Drury, Major- Generals. 


Boſcawen, 
Elliot, * 


Brig. Eliot commanding the light horſe. 
Lieut. Col. Hotham, Adjut. General; 


Capt. Watſon, Quarter-maſter Gen. with 
rank of Licut. Colonel. 
Aids de Camp 

TotheD. oe] Cpt. Calcraft, n 
rem] an W. Fm 
1 Patterſon, Artil. 
Kr, efferys. 

ae * Broom, Ga, ” 


Ld An-? Capt. Blaquier, Lambton's, 
cam, \ Enſign Meadows, iſt reg. Guards. 


32 Oen. 


4? 
e 74 OE Guards, 


Moſtyn, - Veatch, _ Wolfs, 
Waldgrave, Wilſon, the Kings own, 


— kuf ien Biſhop, Guards, 
== is " Faucits/ 4 


* # .* 5 6 


ft brlg, Capt. Veit, Tabor 
2d brig. "26 „Wicht. | Loudons, 
zd brig Fowler, W. Fiz, 
Ach brig - Preſton, Cotnwalfis. 
ne Wl u in rer. Guards, 


I ſhould not haye * ſo Am; ay 
to give you the names of all theſe gentle: 
men, but har I know ſeveral of them 
10 be of your acquaintance : you are 


therefore not elted in (NEV 
fortune. 9 | pit 


ee bs 35 of May th Sec. 
cogether with the fiſt brigade, embarked 
wn _ on 


rs) 


en hoard the fleet: the following day the 
2d and 3d brigades, and the 27th the 
whole cmbarkation was compleated. Our 
light horſe alſo by this time were on 
board. They were in all ninc troops. 
If you would make a juſt calculation of 
our entire farec; you muſt remember 
that Talbot's regimens, being ordered 
for another ſervice, was left incamped 
upon the Iſle of Wight. - We embarked 
mmm four hundred 
forty light horſe : in all about — 
PRIN 


We vere ally provided -with 7 
pieces of cannon, fiftecn of which weny E 


tyenty- four pounders 3 and fifty pieces 
of the mortar kind. 


Lou ſee my friend, that our armament 
was no inconſiderable one ; and I doube 
not 


{ 6) 
read to the end of my letter, that our 
nn | 
70 = 48 i 
CIO of 8 fell Joon 
to Spithead as ſoon as they had received 
their troops on board; and our grand 
e ee ee 
5 * 
| Ok 28th re der ſailing 
orders and inſtructions from Mr. How, 
by which it appeared, that he was to have 
che immediate care and command of our 
tranſport fleet: He ſtrongly recommend- 
ed diſpatch, to our Maſters of the tranſ- 
Ports, as our ſucceſs would in a great 
meaſure depend upon it and, at the 
Hine time, gave us ſome inſtructions 
e out intended diſembarkation. 
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This day we fell down to St. Heleni, 
where we continued impatient for a fair 
wind, until the expiration of the month2 
Nothing yet tranſpired concerning the 
place of our deſlinatian but, ftom out 
being fo cruclly crowded on board the 
tranſports, we . euld de morally certain 
that we were nt intended for a long 
voyage, A miniſter, moſt undoubtedly, 
deſcrv&publick thanks for his frugality, 
in diſpoſing of the money of the publick j 
but ought not ſome regard to he had to 
the confortable being, aid health of thoſe 
who ate ſent on the feryice of the pub- 
tek? Thofe who have ever been ram. 
ſported, well know, that a ttanſport is 
at the beſt, a horrif ſttustion. You'll 
be firprifed when I tell you, that the 
ſam total of the tadnage bf the tranſ- 
ports, amounted to no more than 
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91 
During our continuance at St. Helens, 


ye received orders from his Grace of 
Marlborough, ſignifying that the brigade 
of guards ſhould hold themſelves in rea- 
dineſs for the firſt diſcmbarkation, taking 
with them two days proviſions, as few 
neceſſaties as poſſible, and to every eight 
men, one tent. The officers to take 
ſoldiers tents only, till they could 
cftabliſh themſelves on ſhore. 


That the officers, whilſt on board, 
ſhould contrive in what manner the tents 
might be moſt convenicntly carried by 
the men. Bentinck's regiment to prepare 
for diſembarkation at the ſame time, 
and in the ſame manner. Ten compa- 
nies of grenadicrs, compleated to a hun- 
dred men, rank and file each, to be in 
rcadineſs for diſembarkation. The gre- 
nadiers of the Guards and Bentinck's, re- 
main with their regiments; ſo that the 
grenadiers of every other battalion, ex- 

ahn C cept 


command Bentinck's and the grenattiers. 


holes Lieut. Col. Beckworth, and 


U 10 1 

eept the Duke of Richmond's a the 
youngeſt, were to prepare for this ſervice; 
The grenadiers to be divided into two 
battalions, | Major | General Moſtyn to 


Field · oſſicers, Col. Lambton, for the 


Maj. Gooderick for the firſt; Licut. Col. 
they being the field-officers next for duty, 
whoſe regiments were not for the firſt 
Qcembarkation. Ten light fix-poundcrs 

were. ordered t to be in readineſs to diſcm. 
bark with the firſt troops, with. as many 


ten artillery men, wich each zus, and 


officers in proportion. Intrenching tools 
and cheycauz. de friſc to be had in read 


nels tor this diſcmbarkation, in caſe they 
© Wexce, wantcd, That, as ſoon as. the ficer 
ſhould be ordered to anchor after the ſig- 


nal flag chequered red and white: at the 
3 head of the com- 


mander 
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mander in chief ſhould be made, the 
commanding officers on board each trank- 
port to aſſiſt, and recommend to the ma- 
lers of the tranſports the getting out 
their boats for any ſetvice that might be 
required. That on the ſignal made by a 
White flag with a red crols at the fore- 
top-maſt head, the tranſports carrying 
the grenadiers of the differcnt regiments 
ſhould move up from their ſtations ap- 
pointed by the former order of ſailing, 
and anchor a-head or otherwiſe as near 
as convenient round the Eſſex : thoſe 
tranſports to wear on that occaſion a navy 
jack at the fore-top-malt head to diſtin- 
guiſh them. That the commanding of- 
ficers on board each tranſport ſhould 
conform to ſuch orders as might be ſig- 
nified to them from the commander in 
chief of the ſhips of war relative to their 
diſembarkation. That the commanding 
officers ſhould recommend to tlie maſters 
to keep the tranſports of their reſpective 


C 2 regi- 


| "keep their fire till they ſhould come 8s 
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regiments 33 much together as ,ofſible. 


In theſe ordets the Duke of Marlborough 
trongly recommended to the troops to 


near the enemy as poſſible, and to uſe 
their bayonets upon every proper occa- 
fon. That, when the troops were land- 
| ed, it would be abſolutely neceſſary, to 
prevent all kind of diſorder and irregula- 
rity, to keep up the ſtricteſt diſcipline. 
: That whocyer upon this. occafion ſhould 
quit his poſt to plunder or maraude, 
would moſt certainly be puniſhed in the 
ſevereſt manner. Theſe orders concluded 
with the following ſentence, © hut the 
Duke of Marlborough truſts ſo far to 
e the ſpirit and eal of the troops, that he 
is perſuaded their regard for their own 
a9 honour, and rheir ſervice ro their King 
and their country,” will be the firong- 

< c-motives pos i Wy one to 00 

22 his duty. 

| 3 «003117, 21%) 4 
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On the firſt of June, about the break 
of day, Lord Anſon made a fignal for the 
fleet to unmoor, and fail'd immediatcly 
with, I think, twenty-two ſhips of the 
line. About neon the frigates, under 
the command of Mr. How, together 
with all the tranſports, got under way. 
Lord Anſon with the fleet of men of 
war ſtood away to the weſt, whilſt we 
ſteer d right athwart the channel, with 
the wind at ſouth-caſt : we conſequent- 
ly ſoon loſt ſight of his Lordſhip, | 


| Scarce had we taken our departure 
from the Engliſh coaſt, befbre, not- 
withſtanding the ſeaſon of the year, the 
night advanced upon us with a' moſt 
winter - like aſpct, Æneas and his poor 
Trojans, intending to invade Italy, were 
certainly not more toſid and tumbled 
than were this night his Grace of Marl- 
borough and his valiant Britons. I 


£534 
know not how it is, but the gods ſcem 
rarely tohave ſmiled upon invaſions. Poor 
Julius Czfar, you know, in his viſit to 
our forefathers, was but rougty dealt 
Vith by the winds and WAYCS, The far 
mous $ paniſb armado 106,—There are 
indeed 4 inſtances in hiſtory of the 
Aer, happening ro invaders. Bus 
v0 feryrn to our nstrative, en 


" Our Commodore, 2 little before mide 
night, made a ſignal for the fleet to liestoo, 
left, ere it was day- light, we ſhould TP 
too cloſe in with the French ſhore, | 

continued to blow, what the — ; 
a ftiff-gale, all night. One of our poor 
tmnſports, with part of the train on 
board, had the misfortune to roll away 
all her maſts, except her forc-maſt, In 
this deplorable. condition it ſeem d moſt 


- adviſeable- for her to make for the near- 
al ad but her loading was of too 


t 153 
ſhe way therefore taken in row by one 
of ew inte, urls proceeded. 


We did not again make Gil till ix the 
next morning, and about eight we faw 
Cape ta Hogue, ſor famous in the naval 
hiſtory of England, Wc then ſtooc in 
between the continent and the iſle of 
Alderney 3 but, on account of rhe ſtrong 
tide againſt us, we did not reach the 
iſtand till evening, when the fleet came 
ro an anchor in what is call'd the Race. 
We wrigh'd again the nest morning by 
bteak of day and drove with the tide, 
having litdle or no wind; but I forgot 
to tell you that this laſt night went near 
to prove a very fatal night to our whole 
rapidity of the current, were drove 
from their anchors; and even ſcyeral of 
thoſe which rode it out, when they 
came to weigh the next morning; left 
at leaſt a fluke in the ground, occalion'd 


L 16 3 

1 bottom of the ſea. But 
we ſhould have thoughe ourſelves for- 
tunzte had we got clear of theſe Hands 
withoit'a' greater diſaſter than theſt. 
Te neit day, about no, one of our 
thiiilpotts, with part of the guards on 
bend whilſt we were (hovering, for 
iet of witd, off the iſle of Sark. 
ſituck upon a rock which lay juſt beneath 
the e of the ſea. The. water 
in upon them with ſuch violence, 
ae with the aſſic ance of all the men 
of ire boats, they had but jaſt time ts 
ſaye theruſelyes and their baggage. ' The 
fleet came to an anchor upon this ot: 
ſion; but leaving the' ſhip to go to the 


1 again about eight in the 
EVEDANS: . gu will perhaps ask me 'whe- 
dee, with che wind as it wat, we might 
net in. our coprle 10 St, Malocy, have 


aygided this, dangerous navigation? 1 
napſclt, am no failor. All, 1 know of 


heard 


— proc | 
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47 3 
heard diſcuſd this point, were generally 
of opinion that we might not only have 
avoided the Race of Alderney, but that 
the other would have beca both the 
ſafer and more expeditious courſe ; 2 
alſo that we, ſhould not have alatmed 
the French coaſt ſo ſoon. vet, after 
all, one would imagine that Mr. How 
ſhould know the nature of v6 th 
__ he was long upon this c | 


We now „ leer d directiy 4 hs bay 
St. Malocs, and on the fourth; about 
in the afternoon, being entirely be⸗ 
cam d, we dropt our anchots within 


three leagues of the place. 


"Thi next morning we weightd be- 
fore it was day, and leaving the town” 
of Sr. Malocs upon our tight, flood 

{long the coaſt till we open'd the bay 
of Cancalle, ſo call'd from a village 
ef that name, which proved to be the 
THT 3. 900 5 . place 
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Place whete we were intended to di- 
eibark. About eight o'clock in the 
| motning' our Commodore made a fignal 
for the ſhips with the grenadiers on 
rd to make full, 464 at ur in the 
crnoon the Whole fleet Brought up, 
pt flirec of our frigares, which 
ox theit courſe towards 2 
chat might impede our landing. 

How let che Effex upon this We] 
and hoiſted his pendant on board one 
of the frigates, in which he was able to 
lis. cloſer, in ſhore than with his own 
tip, ., Te, companies of grenadiers, 
under, the command of General Mo- 
ſyo,. were now in the hat bottom d 
boats Walting for the ſignal to put off, 
The battery from ſhore continu 'd firing, 
though but very lowly, at the frigatos 
4 they advanced. The eyes of the 
| Whole floet were fix'd, with the utmoſt 
attention upon this intereſting ſcene, in 


&rpeRation of the {firſt Aaſh from the 


Comma- 
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Commodore; but he, with his uſual 
coolneſt, continued unmoy'd at the in- 
ſults of the enemy, till he brought his 
guns to beat right upon the battery. 
He then immediately brought up, and 
began a very ſmart fire, aſſiſted by the 
other two frigates. The French bat- 
tery was ſoon filenced, as in truth it 
well might; for, heaven knows, its 
whole ſtrength conſiſted of two guns 
only, and the whole garriſon, of but 
one old man. Neverticleſs, our fhips, 
continued their fire, with great intrepi- 
dity, a full hoar, by Shrewsbury clack: 
This brave old Frenchman, regardleſs of 
their united thunder, continued to fight 
his two guns, without any aſſiſtance, 
tell unhappily he receivd a wound in 
che leg, by a musket ball. On his be- 
ing accuſcd of raſhneſs by ſome of our 
officers, after our landing, « Gentle» 
* men, ſays he, I did no more than 
my duty, and if the reſt of my coun- 
D3 « trymcn 


c 209 
4 tiymien bad but dotic as much, you 


% Had never landed” at Cancalle.” In 


Atd it wit not without reafon that he 
reptoach'd his countrymen with their 
behaviour on this ogcafion z for when 
out fleet appearpd, there were in Can- 
calle, - ſeven companies of foot, and 
chere tyoops of dragoans, all regulars z 
who, as ſoon as gur grenadiers began 
to move tqwards the ſhore, went to 
dhe tight about, and made a very irre: 
gala retreat tot. Maloes. Their ber 
haviour yas indegd unpardonably ſcan; 
dalous ; for the rock which runs along 
the ſhore is naturally ſo difficult, of ac- 
els, and their advantage of ſituation 
ſo great, that, had they refolv'd to 
giſpute our landing, it muſt at lead 
have been attended with great loG on 
our part, if not the total overthrow 
$00 palite a nation to peceive their viſh- 


ters in 00 e a manner, In 
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ſhort, the grenadiers, under the coxer 
of the aboyementioned three frigates, 
landed immediately before fun-ſet, with 
out lett, hindrance, or moleſſation. 
There fell among them a few ſpent 
ſhot, / fixed; from behind a wind-mill at 

3 great diſtance, u 
inſtantly fled at the approach of a ſer · 
mmm 


I muſt not . ks you a thing 
which certainly deſery@Þto be recorded; 
as a proof of our national ſpirit ; I mean 
that, in this our firſt landing, we were 
accompanied by five volunteers of diſ- 
tinction, viz. Lord Down, Sir John At- 
mitage, Sir James Lowther, Mr. Dela- 
val, and Mr. Berkley. That, in this 
enterpriſe, they were expoſed to no 
great petil, is moſt certain; but it is 
no leſs certain, that they always food 
foremoſt in the way to oy danger that 
might have offered. 


3 
Oo 
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No ſooncr were che grenadicrs drawn 


with twenty of Riagfley's, marched 
te a very natrow paſs, up into the 
vildage, where! ( think I may ſay un- 
happity) chey were met by a Colonel of 
the” milivia, and" his fervant. Lord 
Down called to him, and told him if he 
would furrender himſelf, he had nothing 


to fear ; but he fooliſhly refuſed quar- 


ter, and, together with his feruant and 
theiz a horſcY was ſhox dead upon the 
ot. We were told, that his game 
watLandel; and: that he was a Count 
of canſideruble property in the neigh- 
bourhaod. How foal-hardily did this 
bravo Frenchman throw away bis life 


to no purpoſe! This in the Roxy as it 


was felated to thoſe. ghat were not then 


upon the ſpot. ne 


eee, 
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| wþ upon. the beach, than Lord Down, 
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The grenadicrs, and a battalion of 
the guntds, march'd ita wedletety up 
the kill through a hollow way, in 
which it would have beca no difficult 
mattet or a ſingle company of reſd- 
jute feows, to have cut every man of 
bene ud here. Were 


— Ah oft 
of Cantatte, and ſecured ſuch of the pus 
ſanrs as were endeavouring io oppoſe out 
landing, they lay upon, their arms all 
night. Three regiments more landed 
with the fame tide; but theſe conti - 
nued all night upon che beach. 


The next PO was * *· 
the diſembarkation of the troops was 
intirely finiſhed ; and the whole army 
encamped. Cancalle was our bead 
quarters. The grenadiers and -light 
horſe were advanced about a mile in the 
Fane of the line. 


| 


D ¶ U DD CO EEE CEEECT 


- {A903 
1 * an you, hae by this tine 
ied cub, in Four mind, how our peo- 
ple beliaved to the poor inhabitants up- 
Ae occaſion? Would it were in 
to give ou ſuch an anſwer as 
"you would like to hear. Ie ſorry to 


—_—— to, preyent the 


— 
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The day following (the 7th) as (on 
as it grew light, the whole army, except 
the third brigade, ſtruck their tents and 
began to march In two columns. The 
firſt column conſiſling. of the brigade of 
guards, two battalions of grehadiers, 
and the firſt brigade, inatching from the 
left, fell into the gteat road to St. Ma- 
loes. They were commanded by Lieus 
tenant · general Lord George Sackville, 
The ſecond columi confiſtirig of the ſe- 
cond and fourth brigade; commanded 
by Lieutenant-general Earl of Ancram, 
marched alſo from the left, through the 
moſt incloſed country, and the nartow . 
eſt road, I ever ſaw. Notwirluſtanding 
the labour of 260 pioneers, who marctid 
at the head of tis column, the men 
were frequently obliged ropaſs by ſingle 


files; and the fields on each ſide of the 
toad were ſo crowded with wood, that 
we 


( 26] 
we ſeldom could ſee above forty yards 
clear of our flanks. Judge then what 
havock muſt have enſued, had we met 
with the leaſt oppoſition. The cowardly 


gentlemen who ſuffered us to advance | 
thro ſuch a country, deſerve to be ſtig- | 
matized with eterflal infamy. We found | 
the villages thro which we paſſed in- a 
tirely deſerted by the inhabitants. 1 1 
ſcarce remember upon the whole march 
to have ſeen either man, woman, or L 
child. You may well imagine they had 1 
left nothing in their houſes which they a 
could r carry along with Name. | 
Therhird brigade cootitined encamp'd : 
at Cancalle, with orders to throw up 


intrenchments to ſecure our retreat; and, 
if neceſſaty, ro eſcort the heavy artille- 
ry, Which was not yet landen. 


4 
. . 
. 
The 
* 
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- conſequence, and therefore a paſt of ho- 
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The guards were ordered to file off 
about two miles to the left of our firſt 
incampment, and there to pitch their 
tents. This was undoubtedly a poſt of 


nour, as it covered the army on that 
quatter from whence we had the moſt 


«avi to . * an _ 


W,Q7 


We nn 


beat of drum, in as good order as the 


nature of the country would permit; 
but, tho our day's march was not above 
ſix Engliſh miles, it was late in the even- 
ing before we, came to our ground. 
Our. commanders in chief having 
connoitred the ſituation of St. Malo 
ordered the ground for our incampin. 
to be mark d out at the diſtance o 


ther more than a mile from the 


We had a village in our fro: 
E 2 
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Paramie, which became our head quar- 
ters; and upon our right flank lay ano 
ther village, the name of which I have 
forgotten. The grenadiers were ad- 
 vagocd about « hundred pages, the light 


phuorſe and grtillery about as far in the 


| Fear, and the reſt of the troops were ex- 


- ; Whilſt the main body were employd 
in pitching their tente, the light horſe, 


ſuſtained by the piquets af the whale, 


were ordered to advance towards the 
walls of St, Maloes. We were, imme- 
dliarely upon our appearance, ſaluted by 
but without any farther loſs than that 
of a horſe or two. Favoured by the 
might, we march d, under their cannon, 
down to the harbour, where we found 
a conſiderable fleet of privateers and 


merchant-men, Being provided with 
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we began by ſetting fire to the ſhips, 
and then proceeded to communicate the 
flames to their magazines of pitch, tur, 
ropes, &c. all which, in the ſpace f a 
few hours, became the moſt grand, yet | 
dreadful, ſcene of conſlagration I ever 
beheld, or that imagination can paint. 


About eleven o'clock at 'night; the 
General, expecting a ſally from the 
town, ordered the ſecond brigade to 
march to ſupport the piquets 3 but the 
whole buſineſs was performed even 
without the leaſt attempt to moleſt us: 
Tho we were confidently aſſured, that 
a conſiderable body of troops had, that 
very day, thrown (themſelves into the 
town, from-the other ſide of the river. 

Theſe it was not in our power to have 


The 
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burn all night. The day following we 
ſent out foraging parties from each re- 
giment, with orders to bring in live 
cattle, poultry, &c. for the ſubſiſtance of 
the army, which pow became neceſ- 
ary, for we landed with two days pro- 
viſions only. Hitherto we had ſcrupu- 
Jony paid the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring villages for the bread, wine, 
cyder, and other neceſſaries which we 
took; and if they would, of their own 
accord, have endeavoured to ſupply our 


wants, by bringing their cattle to mar- 


ket, many of them would have gained 
by our invaſion: but as it was, the 
poor, creatures were moſt of 4 
ruined, 


The nets St. Maloes arc ex- 


treamly pleaſant, and well peopled. 
20 
3 We 
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We found, in our excurſions from camp. 


many very agreeable country - houſes be- 
longing to the merchants of St. Servans, a 
a large town adjoining to St. Maloes, 
which ſeems to be the place of reſidence 
of the people in trade. Their gardens 
are rather © profitable than elegant. 
Fruit, and all other kinds of vegetable 
food, are every where ſcen in great 
abundance 3 particularly apples, for cydet 
is their Shy liquor. Wine they have 
none. But I am afraid they muſt this 
year, content themſelves with water: 
their casks being too heavy to carry 
off, you may imagine they will find but 
very few of them full at their return. 


Their fallads too, their great ſupport, 


were almoſt totally deſtroyed. What 
pity it is, that national quarrels ſhould 
prove ſo fatal to particularsl 
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Tur ſame day, (the Sth) One battas 
Hon of the guards, and Lord Charles 
May's of the third brigade, matched into 
camp:: One mortar and three royals, 
which had been ordered from the ſhips, 
were ſiopped on the road, and ordered 
to return. From the firſt of theſe 
movements we firmly believed, that 
ſome kind of an attack upon the town 
the mortars were countetmad ed, that 
opinion vaniſhed. During the whole 
day, the enemy continued fiting now 
and then a ſingle ſhot from their rams 
parts, but withour any effect, except | 
the lo of one of our light-horſe men, 
who. was mortally wounded. Our ad- 

this evening. The night proved a very 
terrible one. The angry heavens ſeem'd 
oled to wage war againſt us. In 


I-33 2 
truth, they kept a dreadful racket O er 
our heads; and ſo bedrenched our 
tents with ſpouts of rain, that our 


whole camp ſeemed to be doom d a ſa- 
crifice to the reſentment of offended 
Jupiter, Many of our canvas hovels 
were overturncd by the violence of the 
Wind; and. even thoſe whoſe habita- 
tions withſtood the ſtorm, were little 
to be envyed; for, by the incredible 
impetuoſity of the rain, they were al- 
moſt drawacd. within their tents, In 
ſhort, my friend, what ſoevef the hap- 
pier part of the good pcople of England 
may plcaſe to think, when we talk of 
the hardſhips of a military life, the bare 
carth (for in an enemy's country we 
could have no ſtraw) with nothing 
more than a ſoldier's tent over one's 
head, is hut a very uncomfortable 
birth (to ſpeak in, the ſea phraſe): 
We carried no officers tents on ſhore. 

1 F The 
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The 9th at ſeven in the morning, 
200 pioncers, ſuſtained by a party af 
five hundred men, were ordered to 
march down towards St. Malacs, and 
at the ſame time a Captain and 89 men 
to leycl the ground in the front of our 
encampment, fo as to open an caly 
communication between each regiment. 
This again had a good deal the appear- 
ance of buſineſs, We now thought, 
that an attack upon the town was de- 
termin'd. Yet things remained in the 
ſame, ſituation till the next morning 
(the xoth;) when we reccived an order 
from the Puke of Marlborough, to let 
no one ſtir out of the camp upon any 
— agen At de wh 


— eee off n en cue 
towards Cancalſe. 
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Lou will now cxpe& ſome eſtimate 
of the damage ſuſtained by the ene- 
my. All I can tell you of the matter, 
is, that we butnt about a hundred and 
twenty ſhips, ſome of which were pri- 
vatecrs of various force; and the reſt 
merchant-men of little conſequence : 
That we alſo ſet fire to ſeveral maga- 
zines of Stores, and entirely deſtroyed 
their ropesyard. As to the real value 
of all this, it is impoſſible to determine, 
1 have heard it computed by different 
people, from fout, to eight hundced 
thonſand pounds. But I muſt not for- 
get to tell you, that we ſpated one ſmall 
ſtorehouſe, which could not have been 
burnt, without ſetting fire to part of the 
town of St. Servans. Let this be re- 
membereti by our enemies 28 an inſtance 
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© "Whilſt we wete thus employed near 
St. Malocs, one of the two battalions 
of guards, which you remember I told 
you were incamp'd a few miles from 
us, march d, under the command of Co- 


lonel Cxſar, twelve miles up into the 
country, to a town called Dol, where 
, they were very politely entertained by 
dhe magiſtrates, As their deſign was 
only t0 reconnoitre, they continued one 

night in the town without committing 
the leaſt act of hoſtility, and then re- 
tüutged. Part of our light horſe ad- 
veancing ſtill farther, fell in with the vi- 
dets of a French camp, two of which, 
5 after a long chace, they took and brought 
priſoners to camp. 


We had now credible intelligence of 
an army of ten thouſand men in full 


# march towards us but T would not 
wo fp have 
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have you imagine that our fear of this 
inconſiderable body of harraſſed troops 
was the leaſt part of our motive for re- 
tiring.” No, Sir, you muſt rather attri- 
bute it to the prudence of our com- 
mander, who did not chuſe to riſk the 
leaft part of his army, after he had exe- 
cuted his commiſſion, I ſuppoſe his 
inſtructions were, to deſtroy their ſhip- 
ping and nayal ſtores; and this we did 
to all intents and purpoſes. I am far 
from being of opinion that St. Maloes is 
impregnable ; but I am very certain, that 
it would have taken us more time than, 
upon our preſent plan, it would have 
been prudent to ſpend here. Beſides, 
we were not provided with horſes ſuf- 
ficient to draw our heavy artillery, as 
we found the roads much worſe than, 
from the ſeaſon of the year and the in- 
formation we had had, there was rea- 
ſon to expect. And after all, ſuppoſing 
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we had made ourſelves maſters of the 
place, I am- ignorant of any advantage 
Wwe ſhould, have reaped from it. I hope, 
Sir, you are now ſatiefied with our tea-· 
neee thigs. 


Ah arelicey were put on board the 
fame night's and the army incamped. 
within the intrenchments that were 
thrown up by the third brigade during 
dur abſence... The next morning the 
fourth brigade and the light horſe em- 
barked; and the following day the whole 

- tnaiged the laſt night on ſhore. Theit 
ſumtion was by no means the moſt cli- . 
8ible.,, It rained without intermiſſion. 
the whole night and they continued all 
the time in ths. trenghes, 1 Mt 
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When we came to muſter our army, 
jt appearcd that we had left behind us, 


in all about thirty men; ſome of which 


were afterwards brought off to us by 
French boats and exchanged for an e- 
qual number of priſoners. The Lord 
— n | 


Our campaign was indeed — 
one, in a pleaſant country, and our dans 


gers few but our ſubſiſtance was ſo. 
poor, and our repoſe ſo little, that I 
believe there were few amongſt us who 
e eee 
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the grenadiers and guards to hold them- 
ſelves in readineſs ro diſembark, to com- 
pleat their ammunition for that purpoſe, 
and that the officers ſhould, for the fu- 
ture, take more effectual means to pte- 

Wr vent 


dent marauding · 
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flege;” Nrobably they were intended to 
conduct us into Granville; but that 
puce, upon teevamoltring, being wund 
not Wotth Bir attention, they ns 2. 
gen din J.. 

„ A829, 1256 v4; \$ Nee. 4 
We' Gel from Gen Wap: the 
16th ut Kt in the morning; and cht. 
nlled to deat againſt the wind till even- 
jag, When we were obli ged to Ebi to 
al Anchor öff St. Aalots It blew d 
frtſh all ght, that ſome of our fleet 
drove, and othets patted from their alt- 
chers. The net morning we were ob- 
ligett, by contrary winds,” to returt to 
the Bey from whence: we came, whete 


wehr at tn n anchor/ au" 
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e nad lden Weather till the 
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about ſeven oclock in the morning. 
This day, while we were under Gil, 
the lis with four freſh tranſports, 
joined the fleet. It was faid that the ſe 
four thips' wert intended to eaſt; che 
ceſt. The wind continuing contrary, 
we wete again” obliged to came to an 
anchor. Salled the nent morning a- 
bout eight o'clock, We food to the 
caltwatd. The 24& ve paſſed the iſlands 
of ſetſey and Guetnſey, The 25th faw' 
the Iſle of Wige, The 26th the wind 
coming to the northward; e ſtoered 
again for the French coaſt, and ran in 
with * the land near Havre-de-graer, 
where, from out flat - bottomed boats 
being hoiſted out, we expected to land 
ummedlately; but, "towards evening, it 
btew ſo freſh, that to avoid the danger 
of A lee ſhore, we wete obliged to lake 
in out boars again, and to ſland out to 
ſea, The 27th the weather became 

| G mode- 
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moderate and we ran in, a ſecond time, 
; with the land, and then lay to, within a 
few leagues of the ſhore. This after- 
noon the Duke of Marlborough and 
Mr. How went out in a cutter to recon- 
noitre, and: we received orders to have 
in readineſs four days proviſions for the 
men to take with thetp on ſhore. . The 
28th we 'ncither executed not attertpted 
any thing. The 29th: we bore. away 
before the wind for Cherbourg, and 
came to an anchor about two, miles 
e #6 Some of —— 
fired at — five or Goalifferenc — 
ties, but to no purpoſe. We va 
numbet oſ people, with arms, drawn up 
along the ſtrand, part of which appear- 
ed to bc regulars. From what we 
could ſee of the town, it ſeemed a 
place of no. conſideration : but i was 
aid in the fleet that our intention was 
en $9771 '" 27/0 
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to deſtroy a a baſon which they are now 
making for the reception of men of 
war. In the evening we received the 
following orders : N 
1110. 0 7 
| The renadiers are to remain with 
| their regiments, boy not to diſembark 


' 


as a ſeparate | Wh hen landed, if 


wanted on a jk command, field- 
officers will be appointed to them. x 
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be bn G 
grenadiers. of che brigade to be embark'd 
at eleven dock at night in flat-bat- 
comet boats. They are to land in. the 
centre of che bay, 1 9 5 the ny 
Homaree and Kirkade Veal; | 
4 ene mot * 1g 4 
6 84 fon as they cap be formid, 4 
companies in the ſour center boats, arc 
to march directiy forward, poſſeſs them - 
ſelyes of the battery in the front, nail 

62 up 
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up dhe -cannon, then returt and take 
poſt der grotecing dhe boat The 
companles id the eight bons upon cho 
right are to” attzek Kirk de Veal fort, 
and when they have nailed up the cin- 
non the ate to join the centre com- 
panles ur the boat. The companies in 
the cight boꝛtt om the leſt, among which ' 
the grenadiers are to be, arc to attack 


the little fort at Homette, and another 


near the church. Theſe forts are at 
about a musket hot and a half frat"! 
each other. As ſoon as the cannon of 
theſe forts are nailed, they are likewiſe 
to join the, centre compadica. When 
theſe attacks haye ſucceeded, the com- 
manding- officer, if he flads he gap mains. 
tain his ground, without tisking the 
loſs of. the troops under his command, 
is to give, an order In writing to the- 
boats to xeturn to the ſhips, that the 
ggg, of che brigade of guards may 
1 dif 
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diſembark and join him as ſoon as poſ- 8 
ſidle. If he finds it more expodient, he 
is to re · imback and return to the tranſ- 
potts. | Theſe, orders to be complicd 
with as far as practicable ſrom circum- 
ſtances, guides, &c. Proper perſons will 
be ordered, with the We 
nnen 


[ The officer that MERE Hero he, 
diviſions to. attend the Duke of Marl- - 
borough this NX. oc * e 
nn N 2 | 


+ The fr, foegnd, and third beige 
are to anchor as near the guards as po- 
fible, and to be ready to ſuſtain them 
when ſent for to diſembark. The fourth 
brigade to anchor off the iſle of Pellee, 
and to land to the eaſtward of the towm. 
The Major- generals will teceive further 
orders from the Duke of Marlborough. 
The 
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artillery, ro.attend forordegs relative 19 
weis department... Jong yirg at 
D e 243 20d 1duot AB d 105 
1: Theſe orders being gjſtribured, tho 
the feet, night came on, the: men of 
War hoiſted their ptopen diſtinguiſhing 
Uster,, and eycry, one prepaxed, fot the 
grand aut. Bur Alas!) the Gods 
grew jealous, of the laurels, we. wers 
about to gather; or perhaps were in- 
Au pced by. the genius, of France. Be 
thay ies & b. l. 5 oo 

was, prevailed upon 9, Wow 2 
thay, Sci . fruſtrared our de- 
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We weigh'd anchor the next 8 
out 10 velock, and ſtood for Eug- 
land, aud the following day in the 
chen. dine is aichor it . Saree 
5 Di ine 
If Yon ſhould ak me why we did 
got attempt to land the day ot the night 
Mer ? 1 thillf atifwer, chat, not being of 
the privy council, I cannot tell. 1 make 
not "the" em n bat the Duke of 
teaſom for every Wig be has, ot has 
not dome This at leaſt, 1 know, thitt 
it wit not in our power to have ſubſiſted 
many days longer wichout a freſh ſipply 
of proviſions, kay and water. 5 Ws 


A real'pirrior and ſoldler, would un- 
dergo 2 great deal to ſerve a good King 
and '2 gtateful people but upon my 
ſoul, our ſituation on board theſt curſed 


tranſports 
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tranſports is ſo horrid, that I dare take 
upon me to ſay; chere is not a ſoldiet or 
officer in the whole: flect, who did not 
ſincerehy rejoice tg ſec England. Ima- 
zinc ca, Vonrſelf, che condition of five 
hundred ſouls on board a damn d collier 
of leſi than four hundred tons burthen 
cighteen officers cmmm'd inte a cabbin 
of ſearee- .twelye feet - ſquare; Tou 
for a che- night. judge theg what Ve 
muſt haye ſuffered. who have gow. been 
f&x, weeks on bond. In ſhort, my 
friend, tho worlt Jail in England is a 
palace to this Our troops have felt it 
pretty ſeverely. They are by no means 
the men they were when we firſt em- 
barked them. And to our great com- 
fort ws, are told, that we ate now to 
take; in freſh proviſions, &c. and then 
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0 fortunatos nimilem, ſi Mt bona imer. 
Agricolas ! as 5 _ 


I:never ame you were ſo much to 
be envied before. Who would not ra- 
ther ſerve ten campaigns upon the co 
tinent, than waſte one ſummer in this 
terrible manger? When you are ſet be- 
neath your verdent ſhades, enjoying the 
bleſſing, of the deligluful ſeaſon 31 then, 
O then, ebe our gdvetiities/ and r 4 
ſend a fervent prayer to Heaven for our 
ſpeedy — WEE i a 
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